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Notes, Short Comments, & Answers to
Correspondents.

It is especially requested that early intellagence of local
events having a medical interest, or which it is desirable
to brzng under the notice of the profession, may be sent
direct to this Offlce.

All communications relating to the editorial business of the
journal must be addressed "To the Editors."

Lectures, original articles, and reports should be written oil
one side only of the paper.

Letters, whether intended for insertion or for private informa-
tion, must be authenticated by the names and addresses
of their writers, not necessarily for publication.

We cannot prescribe or recommend practitioners.
Local papers containing reports or news paragraphs should

be marked and addressed" To the Sub-Editor." 
Letters relating to the publication, sale, and advertising

departments of THE LANCET to be addressed " To th,
Publisher." 

We cannot unde,rtake to return MSS. not used.

THE ALVARENGA PRIZE IN MEDICINE.

THE following is the correct version of the details of the award of the
above prize. The paragraph (for which, by the way, our correspond-
ent was not responsible) inserted in our last issue contained one or two
inaccuracies. At the annual meeting of the Academy of Medicine of
Paris, held on the 15th inst, the Alvarenga prize, which is given
annually for the best treatise on some medical subject, was awarded
to Dr. Bateman of Norwich, for his treatise on "Aphasia and the
Localisation of Speech," and to Dr. Leguen for his treatise on " Cal-
culi of the Kidney and Ureter," these gentlemen being bracketed
together ex &aelig;qu&aelig;. This award carries with it the title of "Laureate
of the Academy." There we’e twenty-five competitors, and as this
prize is open to the whole world, we are glad to find that, in the
pers3n of Dr. Bateman, British medicine has been recognised in such
a complimentary manner by a distinguished foreign Academy.

Medicus.-We must refer our correspondent to the article " Choice of a
Text-book " in our Students’ Number published in September last.

A Subscriber has not enclosed his card.

MADEIRA AS A HEALTH RESORT.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Dr. Favrat’s letter, published in your journal of the 12th inst.,
written in defence of the health of Madeira and of its great qualities as
a health resort of the first class in cases of tuberculosis of the lung and
other organp, is very good from his own standpoint, and will probably I,
serve its intended purpose, and more especially and certainly if the statis- ’,
tics of the island and its city, which he quotes, include and contain all
the deaths occurring among the many invalids, English and foreign, who
visit this beautiful island. This last-mentioned mortality must at time3
be considerable, and will tend to swell the figures materially if they are
so included in the register. During my stay of three months-of Decem-
ber, 1830, and January and February, 1891-at one of the principal hotels
in the city of Funchal, no less than three Englishmen died of phthisis
in one house while I was there. One of them died of haemoptysis
in the first stage of the disease, and the remaining two in the last stage.
While I am thus writing let me say that my experience of the climate
is that it is all that can be desired, but there is one great drawback to
sending invalids out there, and that is the existence of a disease

peculiar and belonging to the city of Funchal which assuredly attacks
every visitor, and which must prove very inimical to phthisical patients
in whatever stage. This disease is usually called diarrhoea, and very
often proves of a most inveterate description. I had never heard of it
before I landed on the island, or I never should have gone there with
my patient. In my opinion it is a fever, and as such should be
avoided. I am bound therefore to recommend all invalid visitors to
avoid remaining in the city or its immediate neighbourhood. Most of
the hotels are in the town, and there they should not be. With this

exception, I have everything to say in their favour. Both my patient
and I made off at the end of February to the Island of St. Michael in
the Azores, still suffering from the effects of the Madeira pest, where
we quickly recovered, and, after remaining five weeks, returned safely
to old England. Of course I can, and will, if you wi,h, give you much
information about the nature and cause of this disease ; also I shall be
happy at some future time to send you an account of our visit to the
Canaries, and to the Azores ; the former I undertook alone, the latter
in conjunction with my patient. The climate of St. Michael’s is one of
the most genial and equable in the world, and certainly the district of
the " Fnrnas," nearly 1000 ft. above the sea level, proved to be the
most charming and most restful of spots, and was truly a godsend to us.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
lianchester, December, 1891. SENEX.

DEATH FROM SUBMERSION IN FLOUR.

Dr, RAGNAR FALCK, of Lund, publishes in the Nordiskt Medicinisches
Arkiv ttie case of a man who had been buried in flour, that had
fallen down into the room used for blending the various kinds ot
flour, which was capable of containing 220 sackfuls. Rigor mortis
was present in the body ; fine flour was found in the hair, the-
external meatus, within the eyelidg, in the nares, within the lips,,
and all about the throat. The mouth and oesophagus were filled’
with " paste," the stomach was empty, the cereb’al membranes.
and vessels were hypereemic to a marked degree, the heart wa’..
small and contained a little dark blood in the left auricle, and,
the lungs were incompressible and full of blood. It is par-

ticularly interesting t note that microscopical examination resulted
in finding flour in the smallest bronchial twigs. This circumstance-

makes the case resemble death from drowning. French medico-lega!
authorities, however, state that in cases of submersion in dust-
like substances, as when children are buried in ashes, nothing enters
the respiratory organs, and Berenguier and Jaudien, after experi-
mental studies, came to the conclusion that spasm of the glottis,
makes the entry of dust-like material impossible. Inferences, how.
ever, drawn from children’s accidents, and from experiments with
small animals, are hardly to be depended upon in cases of adults"
and in Germany Casper, Hoffmann, and Maschka have published
several cases of submersion in sand and similar substances, in which
the material could certainly be found in the larger bronchi.

Alpha.-Such services are altogether exceptional, and no one but h&
who renders them can estimate them lightly. He knows the risks

they have involved, the wear and tear of his own system, the neglect,
of other patients, and the value of his own time. He should, while
not charging " excessively," charge adequately and with proper self-
respect. 

C A S E OF G E R M A N M E A S L E S (?)C A S E OF GERMAN MEASLES(?)
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I shall be greatly obliged if you can advise me in the follow--
ing case.
H. M-, aged twenty, usually healthy, got wet through on the 13th.

On the 14th she felt unwell in the evening and vomited ; during the-
night she developed a sore-throat. Seen next day, the throat appeared
like an ordinary follicular tonsillitis. She has had scarlet fever and
measles, and there is no case of either in the village. By the 16th she
felt much better, her temperature had fallen to normal, and she wanted
to get up. In the evening of the 17th a few discrete raised spots were-
seen on her legs ; during the next two days these increased andbecame-
confluent, without any characteristic appearance, being confined to the-
legs and gone by the 21st, and her temperature keeping normal. Fearing
it might be an infectious disease running an abnormal course, aconsulta-
tion was obtained, and it was decided that though it could not be defi-
nitely diagnosed, it should be removed from the house and isolated. This
was done on the 20th, and on the 21st a slight branny desquamatiol1
commenced, which makes it appear more than ever like an infectious
disease; and the serious question arises of what amount of disinfection
of the house would be sufficient to prevent any fear whatever of spread-
ing the disease, and upon this point I should be very glad to get,
decided information. A suggestion as to the nature of the disease-
would also be very welcome. I am, Sirs, youis truly,
Dec. 22nd, 1891. IGNORAMUS.

*** The case seems to us to be one of anomalous German measles.-
ED. L.

A BELGIAN MAGISTRATE ON A BONE-SETTER CASE.

ALTHOUGH the practice of the healing art in Belgium is not as free as
it is in this country, the protection which the medical profession,
receives from the law is frequently of a very illusory description, as.
is shown by a Iecent incident which is the subject of comment in the.
medical press. A patient with a dislocation of the shoulder presented.
himself at the house of a certain medical man, who, with the assist-
ance of a con.frre, reduced the dislocation. Nothing more seems to
have been seen of the patient, and so, after the lapsa of a reasonable.
time, he was reminded of his obligation to professional skill by a
memorandum intimating that the fee for the operation was forty
francs. No notice being taken of this, or of two subsequent commu-
nications, a summons was served, and the case tried by a magistrate.
Evidence was produced to the effect that a fortnight after the reduc-
tion of the dislocation the patient, beginning to feel dissatisfied,.
consulted a bone-setter, who, of course, told him that the bone was,

i 
still "out," and proceeded to "put it in." The sapient judgment of
the magistrate was " that the doctors’ operation had not completely.
succeeded, and that it was therefore necessary for recourse to be had.
to the defendant, who had completed the operation, restoring to the
patient entire freedom of movement," consequently a reduction of
ten francs was ordered.

Fair Play.-Our correspondent’s honesty in the matter of titles will,

give him more satisfaction than the gentleman he describes can have-
in using such as do not attach to his qualifications.
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CAN AN APOTHECARY USE THE TITLE OF PHYSICIAN? A. Churchill, London ; Dr. Cotes; Mr. A. Duke, London; Messrs. Davey
One who Wishes to do Right.-We heartily recognise the " wish to do 

and Co., London ; Mr. E. Donaldson, Londonderry; Mr. Fox, Rich-
. 

’ 

, , mond ; Mr. Foley, Barnsley; Dr. Garrett, Ampthill; Mr. Gwynne,
right" in our correspondent, who argues that, as an apothecary mond ; Mr, Foley, Barnsley; Dr. Garrett, Ampthill; Mr. Gwynne, ,
licensed to "practise medicine, surgery, and midwifery," he is jus- Mr. Harris Cranbrook ; Mr. Heywood, Manchester ; Dr. O. Jennings,
tified in putting on his door-plate " Physician and Surgeon (Lond.)." paris; Dr. Jessett, London ; Dr. J. Kerr, Bradford ; Messrs. Keith
He mut allow he is taking a new departure here without the approval and Co., Edinburgh; Mr. Kelynack, Manchester ; Messrs. Kilner
,of the body from which he has his diploma, or the College of Bros., King’s cross ; Dr. Kenwood, London; Dr. R. Lee, London;
Physicians of London, whose diploma he would by any intelligent per- Mr. Little, London ; Dr. Lys ; Mr. J. D. Lambert ; Mr. Arbuthnot
son be understood to have from the words on his door-plate. The exact Lane; Mr. H. Lane, Bath ; Mr. Mainwaring, London; Mr. J. H.

meaning of the title " Physician " in the Medical Act has never been Moore, Littleport; Messrs. Maythorn and Son, Biggleswade; Mr. A. E.
satisfactorily defined by a court of law. Perhaps such a court would Nash, Plymouth ; Mr. W. G. Nevins, Hanley ; Mr. H. Needes,
take Dr. Johnson’s somewhat vague definition _" one who professes London ; Dr. Patterson, London ; Mr.Price,Carnarvon; Mr. Rabache,
the art of healing." In professional language it means one licensed Morchain ; Mr. Reynolds, High Wycombe ; Dr. Silk, London ; Dr. C.

or recognised by a College of Physicians. The College of Physicians Slater, London ; Mr. Sims, London ; Mr. C. Steele, Clifton ; Mr. M.

would do good service by bringing this question into court. We think Scott, London; Mr. J. C. Spencer, Dulwich; Mr. Sinclair, South
the title of the licentiates of the Apothecaries’ Society entirely in- Petherton; Dr. Schwarz, Ftinfkirchen ; Dr. W. R. Smith, London;he titl e of the licent tiat es of th e Apoth ecaries’ S ociet y ent irel y in- Dr. J. E. Sinclair, London; Messrs. Street and Co., London; Dr. S. J.
adequate and unjust. But we think the injustice should be i emedied Taylor, Norwich ; Mr. Taylor, Derby; Dr. Thin, London ; Dr. Turner,
’by Act of Parliament. - 

Felixtowe ; Mr. Fisher Unwin, London ; Mr. Woodyatt, Halifax ;
.A. B.-It is entirely a matter for agreement and contract. But in the Dr. Hugh Woods, London; D. T. Zangger, Italy; One who wishes to
absence of anything to the contrary they should fall into the general do right; Cosmos, London; Alpha, Huddersfield ; Jeyes’ Sanitary
partnership account. Compouncis Co., London ; Fairplay; Alpha ; Senex ; A. B. ; Western

A CORRECTION. General Dispensary, London; Editor, Bristol 3fercitry.
To the Editors of THE LANCET. LETTERS, each with enclosure, are also acknowledged from-Messrs. Lee

SIRS,-I do not wish to pose as a coiner of words. In the report of and Martin, Birmingham ; Mr. Storms, Canada ; Messrs. Cassell and
any observations at the Medical Society of London on Dec. 14th, in the Co., London; Mr. Groves, Dorchester ; Messrs. Giles, Schacht, and
discussion on Influenza, I am credited with the term "cirrhalgia." Co., Bristol; Dr. 1’4arhini, Torquay ; Dr. Monckton, Kent ; Mrs. Tyte,
Your excellent reporter has accurately given the gist of my general Minchinhampton; Mr. Caverhill, Dublin ; Mr. Monckton, Paignton ;
;argument, but the word I used was visceralgia-not very good etymo- Dr. Jones, Carnarvon ; Dr. Davies, Bridgend ; Mr. Croly, Rochester,
logically, but at any rate sanctioned by authority. U.S.A. ; Mr. Barton, Grantham ; Mr. Hughes, Ferndale; Mr. Nash,

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, Hastings ; Mr. Birkenhead, Atherstone; Mr. Sandibank, Dalbeattie,
Harley-street, W., Dec. 21st, 1891. A. ERNEST SANSOM. 

N.B.; Mr. Humphreys. Keynsham; Dr. Ridge, Enfield; Mr. Crowe,
BOUND WORMS IN A CYST. Bournemouth ; Mr. Ellis, Ossett; Mr. Bate, Bideford ; Mr. Hughes,

AN unexpected result in opening a cyst is reported by Don Antonio Hereford ; Mr. Dunn, Birmingham ; Dr. Moorhead, Notts ; Mr.

Martinez in La Independencia Medica. The patient was a middle- 
Donaldson, Leitli; Mr. Wheeler, Loughborough; Messrs. Blondeau

Martinez in La  Independencia M&eacute;dica. The patient was a middle- et Cie., London; Mr. Edmonds, Boston, U.S.A.; Messrs. Boake and
aged woman, who, after having been treated successfully for a gastric Co., Stratford; Dr. Bell, Preston Boston, Ure, Oldham ; Mr. Spurgeon,
affection, called attention to a tumour of the size of a hen’s egg, Maryport; Dr. Brooks, Manchester; Mr. Shattock, Richmond, Yorks;
situated on the inner surface of the right thigh, which had existed 11. T. M., London; C. H. 0. B., London ; Secretary, South Devon and
for about three years. Being neither red nor tender, it was dia- East Cornwall Hospital; Practitioner, London ; K., London; Lady
..gnosed after palpation as a cyst, and an iodine ointment prescribed. Superintendtnt, Bournemouth ; Medicus, Maids tone ; Matron, The
Three days later the doctor was sent for, as the ointment had caused Hospital, Weston-super-Mare ; Carolus, London; Secretary, Patri-
lumps to form in the groin, and the pain had been very great. On croft; Physician, London; W. E. G., London; S. W., York ; N. T.,
,examination it was found that the tumour was becoming gangrenous. Blackfriars-road; C. H. W. B., London ; J. W. W., Wakefield; A. Z.,
On the sloughing tissues being cut away, a number of round worms London ; Sigma, London; Achilles, London
were found curled up, having the appearance of ascarides lum- NEWSPAPERS.&mdash;New York Times, Bradford Observer, Ayr Advertiser,
bricoides. Altogether eleven of these were found. With an anti- Newcastle Daily Chronicle, Yorkshire Post, New l’ork Daily Tribune,
septic dressing the patient did well. Eastern Evening News, Liverpool Daily Post, Bristol Mercury, Scot-

IERRATUM -In the sixteenth line of Dr. Low’s paper on the Outbreak 
tish Leader, Leeds Mercury, South Wales Daily News, Scotsman, Shef-

of Influenza on board the Massilia, page 1414, for "0ct. 28th" rea d field Daily Telegraph, National Press (Dublin), Le Ternps (Paris),

Sept. 28th. ,,., . Freeman’s Journal, Catholic Times, Insurance Record, Local Govern-
. 28th . 

ment Chronicle, Surrey Advertiser, City Press, Weekly Free Press and
COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will receive atten- Aberdeen Herald, Dlini2zg Journal, Reading Mercury, Citizen, Hert-

tion in our next. fordshire Mercury, Windsor and Eton Express, Builder, Sunday Times,
COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Mr. Atkinson, Broad Arrow, Chemist and Druggist, West Middlesex Standard, Spec-

Leeds ; Dr. Bell, Preston; Mr. Blakeney, Brisbane; Messis. Brady tator, Saturday Review, Pharmaceutical Journal, Law Journal, North
and Martin, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Mr. Barclay, Liverpool; Dr. Beattie Loradon Guardian, Windsor and Eton Gazette, Metropolitan, West

Bain, Dundee; Dr. Burton-Fanning, Norwich; Messrs. Burroughs 
Middlesex Advertiser, Hereford Tirres, Hertfordshire Standard, TimesHam, Dundee; Dr. Burton-Fanning, Burroughs of India, Pearson’s Weekly, Northern Daily Telegraph, Dartmouth

and Wellcome, London ; Mr. Bottom, Flint; Mr. Blair, Leeds ; Mr. Chronicle Pioneer (India), Northern Gazette, Wrexham Advertiser,
E. A. Barton, London; Messrs. Cooper and Holt; Messrs. J. and Architect, Liverpool Mercury, dc., have been received. 

’


